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About Playgroup NSW

About Playgroup NSW 
In 1972 Rosemary Roebuck, a mother of two young 
children looking for friendship and support, invited 
some local families to meet in her Balmain lounge 
room. Within months, 33 similar groups across NSW 
had affiliated under the banner of the Playgroup 
Association of NSW.

Today around 1,100 Playgroup sessions are held 
across NSW each week, with more than 15,000 
children benefiting from attending Playgroups with 
their parents and carers. Playgroup NSW, the peak 
body representing Playgroups across NSW, is a 
not-for-profit organisation dedicated to supporting 
families and strengthening local communities 
through Playgroups. 

Why have Playgroups? 
Designed for children 0-6, Playgroup is one of  
the first, and most important, social networks  
for families. Playgroups play a central role in 
creating confident parents, happy children and 
stronger communities.

Childhood experts agree the early years of a child’s 
life are critical. Research also tells us that playing is 
vital to children’s cognitive and physical development, 
as well as the children’s emotional and social well 
being. Children who attend Playgroups have access 
to games, creative activities and opportunities to 
interact, allowing them to learn, share and most 
importantly, to have fun.

At a time when extended families are often 
scattered far and wide, and when our lives are 
increasingly hectic, Playgroups also provide parents 
and other carers with peer support, the opportunity 
to develop valuable friendships and make 
connections with their communities.

Playgroups can provide families with access to 
invaluable sources of information about health and 
education, and Playgroups also provide families with 
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About Playgroup NSW

links to family and community support services. For 
disadvantaged and vulnerable families and children, 
there are Supported Playgroups with programs 
specifically designed to foster resilience.

How we do it 
Playgroup NSW exists because of the thousands  
of committed and enthusiastic members and 
volunteers who run local Playgroups, who attend  
local Playgroups, and who serve on Playgroup 
committees and on Playgroup NSW’s Board of 
Management. Our Community Playgroups are  
carer and parent-led and supported by more  
than a thousand volunteers across NSW.

Playgroup NSW is also supported by State and  
Federal funding, membership fees, one off grants, 
fundraising activities throughout the year and  
through the sponsorship of corporate partners.  
All funds raised go to local Playgroups, helping  
with the purchase of new equipment, venue hire,  
starter packs, as well as all of the resources  
needed to help run a successful Playgroup.

Playgroup is for you, me and everybody 
There is a Playgroup for everybody. There are 
Community Playgroups catering to a range of children 
0-6, Playgroups for socially isolated families, for 
disadvantaged families, Indigenous and culturally and 
linguistically diverse families. There are Playgroups 
for dads, for grandparents and for same-sex parent 
families. There are Playgroups that provide peer 
support for families and grandparents of children with 
disability. Throughout this report you’ll see pictures 
and stories featuring some of the many  
varied Playgroups in NSW.

And if there isn’t a Playgroup at a place or time to 
suit, then we provide all the support needed to get 
one started. Playgroup NSW provides training, venue 
assistance, insurance, access to discounted toys, 
advertising support packs, as well as ideas and online 
resources for activities.

Members and interested parents and carers can find a 
Playgroup by calling us on 1800 181 772, or by visiting 
our website at playgroupnsw.com.au. 

Playgroup NSW Annual Report 2014        5 



It was a pleasure to take on the role of President 
and Chair of Playgroup NSW in February this year.

I am pleased to report Playgroup NSW is in a 
healthy financial position. We can now focus on 
providing even more resources and services to 
support our 1,100 Playgroup sessions and their 
member families throughout NSW.

The federal government recently changed the way 
Playgroups are funded, giving us an opportunity to 
join with our state and territory counterparts in a 
nationwide funding application. As one of Australia’s 
oldest and largest Playgroup providers, I believe we 
are in an excellent position to receive an even larger 
share of the funding pie. We expect to hear the 
outcome of our submission later this year.

One of our priorities is to improve the way we 
communicate with members, and we are currently 
reviewing our technology and member interaction. 
Watch out for new ways that will make it easier for 
members to connect, find and share information 
with Playgroup NSW and each other.

Playgroup NSW is proud to provide information 
and educational material that support the diverse 
needs of all of our members and Playgroups. Our 
communications review will also look at how we 
can provide members with an even greater range 
of quality information about parenting and caring, 
especially in the online world. 

We welcomed five new directors to the Board 
this year. Together with the existing Board 
Members, these women volunteer valuable time 
to support Playgroup NSW in a governance 
capacity (see pages 10 and 11 for profiles of our 
Board Members). I extend my personal thanks to 
them, and to our management team and staff at 
Playgroup NSW, for their dedication and support.

 

I’d like to acknowledge the commitment of our  
volunteers who keep Playgroups running all 
over NSW. I would also like to acknowledge the 
long term services of Sandy Kervin as the CEO 
of Playgroup NSW, and the interim CEO Cris 
Townley, for their efforts in making Playgroup NSW 
a success.

Finally, I am delighted to report on the appointment 
of our new CEO, Karen Bevan, who joined us in 
May this year. Karen has a tremendous background 
supporting children, families and communities, 
and is an energetic and active leader. We are very 
excited about the future with Karen leading our 
organisation forward.

Karen Whiteside 
President

President’s Report
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Intergenerational Playgroup at Toronto 

Every Thursday morning during school terms, a 
group of children and their carers come to play on 
the grassy banks that overlook Kooroora Bay at Lake 
Macquarie, on the lawns of an aged cared facility 
called Fig Tree Point.

“The owner wanted to do something for the 
community, so he contacted Playgroup NSW to see 
if he could host a Playgroup,” says Sally Lawson, the 
co-ordinator who was employed by Playgroup NSW 
to establish this Supported Playgroup.

“We are called an Intergenerational Playgroup, 
because we bring the different generations together,” 

says Sally, who also runs a second group at another 
aged care facility in nearby Waratah.

The residents read stories and sing songs with the 
children and help them to complete puzzles. “When 
I first saw the smiles on the residents’ faces when 
the kids were there I just knew it was very very 
special,” Sally says.

While Sally has been engaged for six months to get 
the groups up and running independently, she says 
she loves the Toronto one so much that “I’ve taken 
my daughter out of care that day and I’m going to 
keep attending as a mother.”
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CEO’s Report 
Playgroup NSW has developed steadily in 2013/14 
as we take the organisation, alongside our members, 
into the rapidly changing environment of childhood, 
parenting and family life. With Playgroup NSW 
Playgroups in some 70 per cent of NSW postcodes, 
our reach continues to be strong.

In my first three months as CEO of Playgroup NSW 
I’ve seen and heard how the efforts and energy 
of our volunteers, staff and members have helped 
nurture children’s development, brought parents and 
children together through play, created peer support 
networks for parents and carers, and helped build 
healthy communities.

From my conversations with families and community 
organisations I’ve discovered how Playgroups 
make positive contributions in a range different 
environments: across cultures, and in both 
volunteer-led groups and in facilitated support 
services. And the research I’ve read backs up this 
member and community feedback. If Playgroup 
didn’t exist, we’d have to invent it!

We’ve responded to our members’ changing needs 
with recent initiatives such as Playgroup ‘Health 
Checks’, which help Community Playgroups with 
their finances. We’ve also updated the Playgroup 
Manual, and concentrated on quality in our 
supported/peer support programs.

Over the past twelve months we’ve hired additional 
Playgroup Development Officers to support 
Playgroups in Sydney and regional areas. These 
officers provide support to groups through inevitable 
changeovers in members and volunteers, helping 
support them in their commitment to coming 
together through play.

One of the year’s highlights was the success of the 
World’s Biggest Playgroup Day. The rain didn’t stop 
more than 4,000 children, parents, grandparents, 
carers and friends having a wonderful day at our 
signature event at Luna Park (see page 15 of this 
report for the full story). 

In 2014/15 we’ll be revising the organisation’s 
strategic plan, focussing on listening to our 
members about their needs, strengthening 
collaboration, and building on our successful 
engagement online and in social media.  
Throughout we aim to continue learning  
and adapting so our model and approach  
is sustainable in a changing world.

Karen Bevan 
CEO
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In a community hall in Bexley North, 
three little girls are spending the 
morning singing songs, playing  
with toys spread out on the floor,  
and making necklaces with pasta  
and glitter.

It’s just like any other Playgroup in 
metropolitan Sydney, except that for 
most of these children it is one of the 
only times during the week that they 
have contact with other children.

All the children at the group are either 
going through treatment for cancer, 
or have recently completed cancer 
treatment and are in remission.

Christine Sfikas has been attending the 
MyTime Playgroup since her daughter 
Angeline was diagnosed at the age of 
two with a tumour. “The treatment kills 
off their immune system, so we had to 
take her out of every extra-curricular 
activity: swimming, ballet, GymbaROO 
and childcare.”

“We had to avoid shopping centres and 
playgrounds: we felt like social misfits. 
This group lets her mix with other 
children who are also isolated.”

Her daughter, who first started 
attending when she had lost all her hair 
and was still hooked up to a feeding 
tube, “took to the group like a duck to 
water,” Christine says.

The group, the only one of its kind in 
Sydney, also gives parents the chance 
to “talk to other parents about what 
they are going through,” Christine says.

MyTime Playgroup  
at Bexley North
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Board of Management

President 
Karen Whiteside 
Having held numerous senior roles in the corporate world, Karen has extensive 
experience in business operations, strategy and Board governance. As a first 
time mother Karen found that Playgroup was a fantastic way to gain ideas, share 
experiences, and seek advice or assistance. She believes Playgroup fills an important 
gap between babyhood and preschool.

Treasurer 
Karen Jones-Gudmunson 
Karen is a chartered accountant with qualifications in project management, financial 
planning, strategy and communication. She values the way Playgroups foster 
children’s social and physical development: she has seen her own two sons flourish 
attending regular Playgroups. And as a parent she has found the information and 
updates Playgroup NSW provide invaluable.

Board Members 
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Rebecca Flynn 
Rebecca has over 16 years of experience as a chartered accountant with a leading 
international firm. She is a strong supporter of the contribution Playgroups make to 
children’s welfare, regardless of ethnicity, abilities and socio economic background. 
Rebecca also believes Playgroups are a vital source of friendship and support for 
parents and carers who are not located near their families. 

Linda Christie 
Linda is an in-house solicitor at one of Australia’s largest financial institutions. 
She began attending Playgroup as a mother of two young children, and she has 
volunteered as a Playgroup co-ordinator and assisted in fundraising activities. She 
has seen first-hand the hard work that every Playgroup member and volunteer 
contributes to creating the best possible Playgroup experiences.
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Cherry Fratto 
Cherry has more than 12 years’ experience working and volunteering for local and 
international not-for-profit organisations, including the Australian Red Cross Blood 
Service. Cherry has a particular interest in continuing to grow Playgroup NSW’s 
membership base, and in the importance of Playgroup in building communities and 
early childhood learning through play.

Christie Tran 
Growing up in the country has given Christie a deep understanding of the issues 
affecting rural communities. As a Playgroup co-ordinator she values both the 
challenges and connections to the local community this role provides. She has seen 
her son develop socially and emotionally through Playgroup, learning lessons in 
sharing, cooperating and understanding the needs of other children.

Amelia Sutton Foxton 
Amelia is an online production specialist for a major media company, with 
expertise in editorial, marketing and visual design. She has two children, including 
a son who has been diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder. She attends a 
MyTime Playgroup, which she has found to be an invaluable source of support, 
encouragement and information.

Susan Moran  
Susan has worked as a solicitor and as a partner in a national law firm, where she 
was responsible for staff, budget and financial management. She currently works part 
time as an industrial lawyer. She has attended Playgroup with her two young sons, 
volunteered as a co-ordinator and secretary, and experienced first hand the friendship 
and support these groups provide to parents and families.

Jessica Hill  
With qualifications in human resources management, Jessica brings to the 
Board expertise in strategic planning, governance, compliance, HR and change 
management. Jessica believes being a Playgroup NSW Board member is a great 
opportunity to contribute to an organisation whose values of confident and positive 
parenting resonate strongly with her own.



The Hills District Playgroup:  
You, Me, Everybody
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Gooden Drive Playgroup 
In the middle of the sporting fields and green parks 
of Gooden Reserve in Baulkham Hills sits a small 
brick building. Filled with toys, easels and art and 
craft supplies, the building has been transformed 
into a club house for local families.

Approximately 45 local families come here to 
seven different Playgroup sessions throughout the 
week, explains Simone Emtage, co-ordinator of the 
Wednesday morning session.

“We have a roster for the children’s birthdays: the 
parents take turns to bring a cake and a $20 present 
when one of the children has a birthday,” she says.

“At the end of the year, any excess funds from our 
membership fees go into a party in the park here for 
all the Gooden Drive Playgroups. We have a picnic 
lunch and a sausage sizzle, as well as face painting, 
pony rides and petting zoos.”

Mel Lee, the mother of two sets of twin boys, has 
been coming to the group for more than two years. 
“I love the boys being part of a community. They 
have a routine and friends here. They always look 
forward to coming.”

“And the parents look forward to coming too: they 
enjoy each others’ company so much that outside 
of the group they also get together for regular nights 
out,” Simone says.

Rouse Hill Rascals 
On Wednesday mornings during school terms, 
around a dozen children attend a Playgroup at the 
community centre in Rouse Hill. While some explore 
an outdoor play area, others snack on crackers and 
apple slices inside, or use paint and rollers to make 
artworks on child-sized easels.

Many of the parents have moved here from 
elsewhere: the Wednesday morning group has 
families who have come from as far away as 
Melbourne, the US and England.

“It’s great when you don’t know people, to be able 
to meet people and develop those friendships,” says 
the Playgroup co-ordinator Mel Sweep, who grew up 
in Sydney’s eastern suburbs.

“I’ve got friends from Playgroup who will be in my life 
forever,” she adds.

Mel Sjam, who is originally from Indonesia and is 
now a mother to a 20 month old toddler, says she 
comes to interact with other adults. “It’s great not to 
be stuck inside the house all day,” she says.

The Hills District Playgroups 
“Some Playgroups are incredibly active and go 
above and beyond what you might expect,” says 
Karen Bevan, the CEO of Playgroup NSW.

“These Community Playgroups promote their groups 
in local papers, and organise fundraisers and district-
wide events,” Karen says.

In the Hills district, Playgroups from across the zone 
come together for co-ordinated activities such as 
toddler discos, and for fundraisers such as family 
photographic portrait days.

During the school holidays, the zone co-ordinators 
often organise picnics and negotiate reduced entry 
fees at play centres for members. Children who have 
graduated from Playgroup and gone on to school are 
often reunited when they come along to these events 
with younger siblings.



There are currently  
580 members in  
The Hills District Playgroup  
who attend 29 Playgroups 
providing 76 sessions.
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Highlights 2013/14
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Community Playgroups 
There are around 1,100 Community Playgroup 
sessions each week operating under the Playgroup 
NSW banner, meeting in most suburbs in NSW 
and in many regional areas. Up to 15,000 children 
each week benefit from attending Playgroups with 
their parents or carers. Our Community Playgroups 
include general Playgroups for children aged 0-6, 
baby Playgroups for children aged 0-2, Playgroups 
for fathers, language and culturally-specific 
groups, grandparent groups and Intergenerational 
Playgroups. Our Community Playgroups are 
parent-led and supported by more than 1,000 
volunteers, providing a critical community resource 
for families and their communities.

Grants 
Playgroup NSW supports local Playgroups with 
grant applications, assisting Playgroups complete 
grant applications for council and other community 
grants. Successful grant applications have resulted 
in Playgroups building new playgrounds, and 
purchasing items such as educational toys and 
musical instruments.

32 grant applications were 
made in the financial year 
2013-2014.

2 of these applications 
were for projects by 
Playgroup NSW. 

30 of these applications 
were on behalf of 
Community Playgroups.

The total amount of grant 
funding received in the 
period was $35,703.62.



Able to Play events 
In the 2013/14 financial year Playgroup NSW 
conducted 20 Able to Play events throughout NSW, 
reaching out to over 4,000 families. Funded by the 
Better Start program, Able to Play events let families 
with disabled children know how Playgroups can 
provide a supportive and inclusive environment for 
children with a range of needs. Playgroup NSW 
provided Playgroups with funds for special morning 
teas, and for events such as face painting or animal 
farms, to help Playgroups reach out to families with 
children with a disability. Events were advertised in 
local communities with the message that “Playgroup 
is for everyone”.

World’s Biggest Playgroup Day 
The iconic Sydney venue Luna Park opened its 
door exclusively for Playgroup NSW members 
on Wednesday 26 March for the World’s Biggest 
Playgroup Day. This free event was packed with 
activities showcasing the Playgroup experience: 
there were toys in the Aldi sponsored chill out lounge, 
and plenty of room for crawling in the Educational 
Experience baby play area. There were live 
performances by Lah-Lah’s Big Live Band, Zing Zillas  

and Dora the Explorer, while Peppa Pig, Sponge Bob, 
Dorothy and Captain Feathersword mingled with the 
4,000-strong crowd. Colouring, play dough and slime 
stalls kept children busy, and the Soccajoeys ran a 
goal scoring activity throughout the day. 

An evening with Maggie Dent 
More than 150 people packed the Novotel Hotel at 
Brighton-le-Sands on 17 September to hear parenting 
author and educator Maggie Dent share her insights 
and passion for reading. As a former English teacher 
she provided practical tips for parents about how to 
nurture a love of reading in children. Maggie affirmed 
the value of reading to children. The humble lullaby 
or nursery rhyme plays an important role beyond just 
having fun with your child: it helps lay the foundation 
for language and reading, she told the audience.

Pregnancy, Babies & Children’s Expo 
Playgroup NSW ran a successful stand at the PBC 
Expo, held at Sydney Olympic Park in May. Many of 
the more than 22,000 Expo visitors dropped by our 
stand to learn about Playgroups, take advantage of 
our play area and find out about the local Playgroups 
in their area.

In the 2013/14 
financial year 
Playgroup NSW 
conducted 20 
Able to Play 
events throughout 
NSW, reaching  
out to over  
4,000 families. 
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Funded Programs
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Playgroup NSW receives government funding 
to support a range of Playgroups in meeting the 
diverse needs of different families.

MyTime 
A national program offering peer support to 
parents and carers of children with a disability 
or chronic medical condition. Subcontracting 
to the Parenting Research Centre, MyTime 
groups integrate these activities into a Playgroup 
environment. We run 32 groups across NSW, 
catering for 270 families.

MyTime for Grandparents 
A program supporting grandparents who are  
full time carers of their grandchildren, with or 
without disability or chronic medical conditions. 
Playgroup NSW operates three Sydney-based and 
two regional groups, supporting 40 families.

PlayConnect 
Operating under the Australian Government’s 
Helping Children with Autism (HCWA) program, 
this supports families who have a child with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Playgroup 
activities are designed to assist children develop 
communication and socialisation skills. It also 
provides an opportunity for families to share 
their experiences and the challenges of raising 
children with ASD. Playgroup NSW delivers 32 
PlayConnect groups across NSW.

Supported Playgroups 
Department of Social Services Funded-
Supported Playgroups help parents and children 
who may otherwise have difficulty accessing 
Playgroups develop valuable social and family 
networks and gain confidence in their parenting. 
Many Supported Playgroups are linguistically 



and culturally specific, and a number operate in 
isolated areas, or are aimed at specific groups 
such as young parents. As a subcontractor to 
Playgroup Australia, Playgroup NSW currently 
runs seven Supported Playgroups, with an 
average of 10 families at each site. In the 
past two years it has transitioned 27 groups 
to become parent and carer-run Community 
Playgroups, enabling 373 families to continue  
to build family and community connections. 

Geographically-specific Supported 
Playgroups

Sutherland 
Playgroup NSW is funded by the NSW 
Department of Family and Community Services to 
operate Supported Playgroups in the Sutherland 
Shire. There are Playgroups for young mums, 
first time mothers, fathers, grandparents 
and language-specific groups such as Thai, 
Russian, Spanish and Maori. Like all Supported 
Playgroups, the aim is to assist each group to 
eventually become an independent Community 
Playgroup. There are currently seven groups in 
Menai, Bangor, Caringbah, Gymea, Yarrawarra 
and Oyster Bay, supporting 68 families.

Grafton 
In 2008, Playgroup NSW was granted funding to 
run a locational Supported Playgroup program 
for Indigenous families in Grafton. Funded by the 
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, this 
program currently runs four Playgroups weekly. 
It also supports “Mums and Bubs” talks at local 
Baby Clinics. Most recent figures show that 37 
parents and 45 children are regularly participating 
in the program.

We run 32 MyTime groups across 
NSW, catering for 270 families.

Playgroup NSW operates three 
Sydney-based and two regional 
MyTime for Grandparents groups, 
supporting 40 families.

Playgroup NSW delivers 32 
PlayConnect groups across NSW.

Many Supported Playgroups are 
linguistically and culturally specific, 
and a number operate in isolated 
areas, or are aimed at specific 
groups such as young parents.

Playgroup NSW currently runs 
seven Supported Playgroups 
in Menai, Bangor, Caringbah, 
Gymea, Yarrawarra and Oyster 
Bay, supporting 68 families.

Recent figures show that  
37 parents and 45 children  
are regularly participating in the 
Indigenous Supported program.
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Playgroup NSW continues to 
be financially strong and well 
positioned for growth. 

Auditors Omniwealth Accounting 
& Audit praised Playgroup NSW 
for the tight internal control 
environment and the high 
quality of the organisation’s 
accounts. They noted that the 
access to such high quality 
financial information has been 
instrumental in the Board’s 
sound decision making on behalf 
of members, and in its future 
planning for the ongoing success 
of the Association.

Funding income for the financial 
year 2013/14 was largely 
equivalent to the previous 
year, as these were all multiple 
year grants, and contractual 
deliverables were met in every 
year. Membership income 
declined by 11 per cent. 
Employee expenses were tightly 
controlled, with a small increase 
due to rigorous recruitment 
processes to fill senior positions.  

The cash position of Playgroup 
NSW remained steady with 
excellent liquidity. Looking 
forward, the substantial equity 
base built up over many years 
will support key projects 
to enhance services to our 
members and maintain high 
quality service delivery. 

Finance

Financial Performance  FY13/14 FY12/13

Income  

Australian Government Grants  $1,163,790   $1,135,074 

NSW Government Grants  $209,981   $203,164 

Playgroup Australia Sub-Contract Grants  $470,300   $358,845 

Other Sub-Contract Grants  $417,475   $413,547 

Membership  $376,439   $422,760 

Other  $404,774   $525,357 

Total  $3,042,759   $3,058,747 
  

Disbursements  

Employees  $1,550,731   $1,315,313 

Depreciation  $12,642   $36,142 

Operating Lease  $117,080   $114,884 

Other  $1,018,897   $1,019,256 

Total  $2,699,350   $2,485,595 

  

Surplus (Deficit)  $343,409   $573,152 

Financial Performance  FY13/14 FY12/13

Assets  

Cash & Equivalent  $1,964,509   $2,643,632 

Trade & Other Receivables  $28,790   $145,427 

Property, Plant & Equipment  $20,076   $42,869 

Total  $2,013,375   $2,831,928  

  

Liabilities  

Trade & Other Payables  $142,217   $342,537 

Income in Advance -$1,457   $920,301 

Leave Entitlement Provisions  $76,675   $116,561

Total  $217,435   $1,379,399 

Current Earnings  $343,409   $573,152 

Retained Earnings  $1,452,530   $879,378 

Equity  $1,795,939   $1,452,530 
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Japanese Language Playgroup at Miranda 

On Friday mornings in the southern Sydney suburb 
of Miranda up to 20 children and their parents get 
together to chat, play and share morning tea. They’re 
just like any parents group in any Sydney suburb, 
except that all the parents – and some of the children 
– were born in Japan.

“The only rule is that we speak Japanese,”  
says Tomoko Timbs, the group’s secretary, and  
the mother of two bilingual daughters, aged 3.5  
and 15 months.

Like other Playgroups, singing and art and craft 
are also part of the experience. But the songs are 

in Japanese and the craft might involve making 
origami for a traditional Japanese day like the 
Tanabata Festival.

“At the end of the year we have a party with sushi,” 
Tomoko says.

The group’s members come from across the 
Sutherland Shire for the chance to meet families  
who share their cultural background.

“Most of us have multiple kids: some end up going 
to the same school, or to the same dance class. 
They build up really nice relationships.”
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I’d like to acknowledge our funding bodies; 
Australian Department of Social Services; 
Department of Family and Community Services 
NSW and Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet. 

We are pleased to be providing services in  
NSW for the Parenting Research Centre through 
the MyTime programs and for Playgroup Australia 
through the PlayConnect programs and the 
Supported Playgroups. 

I’d also like to acknowledge our service delivery 
partners listed below:  
• ACT Playgroups 
• Blacktown City Council 
• Bridges for Learning  
• Coastwide Child & Family Services 
• Connect Child & Family Services 
• Early Intervention Programs – Albion Park Rail,   

 Coffs Harbour, Cowra, Forbes, Glebe, Lismore,  

 Orange, Raymond Terrace, Suffolk Park, Taree   

 and Woy Woy 
• Holroyd City Council 
• Interchange Illawarra 
• Learning Links 
• The Infants Home, Ashfield 
• UnitingCare NSW.ACT 
• Wollongong Tafe.

Playgroup NSW is grateful for the financial and 
in-kind support it receives from its corporate 
partners and sponsors. Sponsorship has included 
one-off donations, member discounts on educational 
resources and toys, and corporate support for 
activities such as the Playgroup NSW Annual Raffle 
and World’s Biggest Playgroup Day.

I would also like to thank CBeebies, The Wiggles, 
Aussie, Nick Jr., Bebi Drinks, Soccajoeys, Lah-Lah’s 
Big Live Band, Mufti Finance, Life’s Little Treasures 
and the Museum of Contemporary Art for their 
support at World’s Biggest Playgroup Day.

Karen Bevan 
CEO Playgroup NSW

 

“At Crayola we believe that nurturing 
and sparking creativity from a 
young age leads to brighter futures. 
Playgroup NSW offers parents with 
young children the platform to come 
together and create the path for early 
learning and social development. 
By supporting Playgroup NSW we 
help ignite the imaginations of young 
children by offering the creative tools 
needed to assist in developing  
these futures.”
  Tina Marganis 
  Marketing Manager,  
  Crayola (Australia)

“As a long-standing partner of 
Playgroup NSW, we’re so proud 
that together we have been able to 
positively impact on the education and 
care of so many NSW communities.”
   Angela Gibson 
   General Manager,  
   Educational Experience

“Australian Baby Card is proud to 
provide Playgroup NSW members  
with their membership card and 
discount card.”
  Jenni Prince 
  Director,  
  Australian Baby Card

Thank You 
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Based at the Joseph Sargeant Centre in inner city 
Erskineville, the parents at the Rainbow Babies and 
Kids Playgroup love their Playgroup’s spacious room 
and the adjoining outdoor play area.

“Most of us don’t live in quarter acre blocks, so 
the thought of setting up art and painting in your 
apartment can be a headache,” says Jude Kirby,  
the Playgroup’s co-odinator. “It’s great to come  
here and let the kids have those experiences.”

“At each Thursday morning session, children have 
an opportunity to play music, make artworks and 
explore with toys,” Jude says. And Playgroup NSW 
recently helped the group successfully apply for 
a City of Sydney grant to purchase musical 
instruments and art materials.

Although many of the Playgroup’s families are 
local, some come from as far away as the Eastern 
suburbs, Wollongong, Strathfield and Camden to 
interact with other same sex parent families.

“Because the children are all different ages, we’re 
often passing toys and baby things on to each 
other when the older children have grown out of 
something,” Jude says.

Erskineville mum Justine Harris adds: “It’s great  
to see the older kids and how they are developing: 
you can see what to expect next.”

Rainbow Babies 
and Kids Playgroup 
at Erskineville 
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New Playground at Bodalla Playgroup 

The children at the Bodalla Playgroup on the 
NSW south coast have been enjoying a brand 
new playground, thanks to a $15,000 grant from 
the State Government’s Community Building 
Partnership program.

“The kids love climbing in around it,” says Lindy 
Hudson, a mother of three children aged 10, 8 and 4. 
All of her children have spent countless fun mornings 
playing games and activities with other children in a 
room behind the Bodalla Hall.

“Because it is a dedicated Playgroup room we 
can just get the toys out and lock up and leave,” 
says Lindy, whose connection to the long-running 
Playgroup goes back to when her own parents took 
her to Playgroup sessions in the same hall when she 
was a child.

Amy Miles, the Playgroup secretary and the mother 
of four active boys aged 3 to 13, says she has 
been a member of the group since her oldest child 
was a little boy. “Because we are rural our closest 
daycare is a good half an hour away, I go to wear my 
youngest child out,” she says.

“It also helps him learn how to get along with other 
kids. And there are other parents to chat to: I’ve 
made some really good friends, and our kids end up 
going to school together,” she said.

The group lost their old playground when it was 
burnt down in an act of vandalism, but they have 
built the new playground thanks to the local council, 
as well as the assistance provided by the Grants 
Officer at Playgroup NSW, who helped the group 
prepare the grant application.
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